Survival Mom’s Practical Insurance Check-Up Challenge

Unless you're an insurance agent, insurance is one of the least interesting responsibilities of a
homeowner or renter. However, without proper insurance coverage, even something like a hailstorm
can empty the bank account.

This month we're going to tackle this once and for all! Your challenge is to select any of these three
options to make sure your home and belongings have the coverage they need.

Is this glamorous? No, but neither is a devastating home repair bill!

O Meet with or call your home/renter’s insurance company or agent and review your policy
and coverage. Ask about flood insurance if applicable. Be sure to mention valuable
collections, family heirlooms, and anything unique that may need extra coverage.

(] Assemble your valuables. Take photos AND video.

O List each item on paper or using a computer document. Include serial numbers, brand
names, model numbers, physical descriptions, any other pertinent information, and
estimated value. For more expensive pieces, it's worth the small expense to have them
professionally appraised.

O Choose one room of the house to inventory, preferably one that would be the most
expensive to refurnish. Take photos and video* of each furniture piece, itemize the contents
of the room as best you can. In case of a total loss like a flood or fire, you will want to have
as complete a record as possible in order to make a full claim for your loss.

When you've finished the challenge, your final step is to duplicate/copy all of the documentation and
store it in a separate location away from your home, perhaps with a close family member or in a safe
deposit box.

* Some insurance companies prefer photos while others prefer video. It's best to have both on hand.
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