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If you’ve accumulated a lot of preps, or emergency supplies, organization is key. The word 

“emergency” implies a hurried, perhaps panicky, event in which adrenaline levels will be high 

and decisions have to be made instantaneously. In such a scenario, you need to know exactly 

where to find what you need. There are different ways of organizing, but the system of sorting 

similar items by categories and then storing them in containers works for me and is how my 

own “Survival Closet” is organized. Personally, I like having everything all in one location, 

rather than scattered around the house. I can quickly tell my kids, “Get a flashlight from the 

Survival Closet, and they know exactly where to go.”  

Here are the categories we used to make this happen and a few of the items in each. On the 

next page you can see a few photos from my closet. Hope it helps! 

 Light sources: Flashlights, lanterns, light sticks, solar lights 

 Emergency kit food: emergency ration bars, Sport Beans, MREs 

 Energy sources: Batteries sorted by size, solar chargers, battery packs 

 First Aid/Medical 

 Clothes: gloves, reflective vests, hard hats, extra wool socks per person 

 Water: filters, iodine tablets, mylar water pouches 

 Outdoor/Camping: Gear we use for both survival/preparedness that I want to keep close 

by for emergencies 

 General survival: Smaller items that don’t fit in any other category 

Then there are miscellaneous items that are too big to fit in a container, and those are lined up 

on the lowest shelf: battery-powered fans, solar battery kits, mess kits, a couple of Goal Zero 

solar kits, and the like. 

Finally, anything that was too big and bulky for a bin/box or the shelf is placed on the bottom 

of the closet or, in some cases, hung from hooks. Our emergency kits/bug out bags are 

hanging from those hooks, as are rain jackets and umbrellas. 

On the floor of the closet are my large water filter, a solar oven, fleece sleeping bags, heater, a 

manual washing machine, and a bucket of tea lights. 

The steps we went through to get all this organized were: 

1. Lay all preps/supplies out so we could easily inventory them. 



2. Categorize them and find containers to hold those items 

3. Label the containers and place on shelves. 

4. By size, place additional gear on other shelving or, if too large, on the floor. 

5. Hang backpacks, jackets and the like on hooks. 

In the photos that follow, you’ll see how all this came together. There’s a tiny part of me that 

wishes everything was in pretty, matching containers from IKEA or The Container Store, but 

we just used what we had around the house and it did the job. 

“Perfect” is the enemy of “good enough”. I just want our emergency supplies to be easy to 

access so we can quickly find what we need, when we need it. It doesn’t have to be perfect! 

 



This is our finally-organized “Survival Closet”. We should probably add another 2 or 3 small 

bins for things like our mess kits and another shelf. The following photos show more detail. 

 

 



We don’t have a nice label-maker, but I’m not a snob about labels! As long as we have a simple 

list of each bin’s contents, I’m happy! 

 

 

 



In this photo you can see two of our emergency kits (bug out bags) packed and ready to go. 

My son is in Civil Air Patrol and has taken a few first aid/medic courses, so he has his own, 

separate medic bag. 

 

 



Wall hooks helped us extend the storage space of this closet and here is my CERT backpack, 

another smaller backpack (empty but ready to pack if needed), and a canvas satchel. 

 

 



One of the smartest purchases we’ve made are these 4 very inexpensive sleep sacks. We got 

them from Walmart and each was around $15 or so. We’ve used them for light sleeping bags 

and liners in our heavier sleeping bags when we camp in cold weather. Unzipped, they’re a 

nice-sized blanket. Along the back wall is my Solavore solar oven. 

 



This bin contains miscellaneous clothing items such as our heavy gloves, hard hats, a reflective 

vest or two, a couple of wool caps, etc. 

“  

 



Your emergency supplies organization checklist 
 

 Use the inventory sheets on the following pages to help keep track of your newly-
organized preps. 

 Assemble in one place everything you have that you consider to be emergency supplies 
and preps. 

 Separate the largest items from everything else. You may have to store them separately 
in other locations, but for now, focus on the remaining preps. Rule of thumb: if a prep 
can’t easily fit in a box or bin with other items, it will need to be stored separately. 

 Sort remaining preps into these categories: 
o Light sources 
o Emergency kit food 
o First aid/Medical 
o Energy sources 
o Water purification 
o Clothing 
o Outdoor/camping 
o General survival 

 Add other categories of your own if necessary. 
 Anything left belongs in the Miscellaneous box. 
 Decide which size and type of container best fits each categorized pile of preps. 
 Fill and label each container. 
 Place filled boxes in your Emergency Supply closet, room, cupboard or other area. 
 Keep your inventory lists up to date as you use supplies, replace them, and buy 

additional items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Your emergency supplies & preps inventory 
 

 Light sources 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

 Emergency kit food 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

 First aid/Medical 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 



First aid/Medical, cont. 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

 Energy sources 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

 Water purification 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

 Clothing 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 



 Outdoor/camping 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

 General survival 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

 Other: _________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 

________________________________          ________________________________ 



 

 Large preps 

                Name of prep                                                     Storage location 

________________________________          ________________________________ 
 
________________________________          ________________________________ 
 
________________________________          ________________________________ 
 
________________________________          ________________________________ 
 
________________________________          ________________________________ 
 
________________________________          ________________________________ 
 
________________________________          ________________________________ 

 


